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Teaching in Today’s Society


In today’s ever-changing world, among diverse societies, teachers are constantly facing  challenges from multiple fronts, leaving many to question why they ever pursued a teaching profession.  As I am going through my education courses on my path to become a teacher, I must use all that I am learning to form educational philosophies.  I will need to evaluate my commitment to enter into this world of the incredible responsibility of molding the youth of today into the adults of tomorrow.  In essence, those in the educational professions hold in their hands the young keys to the future:  our future, their future, the world’s future.


Though there may not have been a lot of forces that led me to teaching, there are many factors that assure me that this is the right decision for my career.  As a child, I, like so many children, enjoyed playing school.  However, becoming a teacher was not my lifelong dream.  My aspirations included such diverse ideas are archeology and political science, but my true dream was to join the Peace Corps.  However, my life’s path went in another direction that led to marriage and two wonderful children.  I spent ten years as a homemaker, PTO mom, soccer coach, and community volunteer.  While on my course of attempting to be “Super Mom”, I didn’t realize that in my own little world, I had become the CEO of my own mini Peace Corps.  It wasn’t until my life took yet another unanticipated turn, and I found myself as a single mother, that I joined the work force as a teacher’s aide at an elementary school.  This world was not in any way unfamiliar to me as I had spent many days volunteering at the school where I had the opportunity to observe the inside workings of an elementary school.  I got to be a part of the joys, frustrations, tears, and rewards that a career in teaching has to offer.  I have seen amazing people at work teaching amazing minds.  I had, at least, found my “Peace Corps”.  I knew that, combined with my love of community service and my passion for learning, teaching was the career for me.

I am fortunate enough to have worked in an elementary school for a handful of years.  I have also witnessed many of the challenges that educators face in today’s world first-hand.  I have seen the frustrations of planning a schedule when the DOE adds new requirements to the already overloaded curriculum.  I have seen the stress caused by high-stakes tests on not only the teaching staff, but also on the children.  I have watched as teachers try valiantly to help a child with extreme math anxieties learn to do two-digit multiplication.  I have cried knowing that no matter what we can give some of these children during the school day, we still have to send them home each day to situations that are less than what the children deserve.  I have watched as a number of students keep growing, along with the number of disabilities and IEPs.  I am very aware of many of the challenges that teachers face today, and yet my resolve has not changed.


Another aspect to consider when becoming a teacher is the role educators play in society.  Teachers are expected to be held to a higher standard in the community as they are role models for the students they teach.  They are expected to achieve academic excellence in their classroom, while promoting an atmosphere of citizenship.  Teachers are not only expected to teach academics, but also social skills and moral development.  In fact, some believe it is the school’s responsibility to end the cycle of crime, poverty, divorce, and substance abuse in a given community.  This leads to an air of accountability on the parts of the community itself.  Society, at times, can either be very trusting towards their teachers or very scrutinizing of the teachers.  This often changes with the social trend of the moment.  I would say to be the best teacher you can be, one must always remember that you are now not only part of an education system, but also a part of the community.

As a parent and a community volunteer, there have been times when I have become aggravated at the state of our education system.  I felt the only way I have a right to complain is finding the courage to step up and join the educators who are working so hard to find the answers.  Although teachers and the education system are under constant and sometimes frustrating “reconstruction”, I still believe I have chosen the best profession for myself.  Some of the teachers with whom I work have, at times, vented their frustrations to me and told me to change my major while I can.  I know that even though they are overwhelmed, they, themselves, would not change their career.  I, myself, have gone home many nights crying and feeling helpless, constantly searching for the solutions to all that we face.  Why is it that we knowingly enter into such an undertaking?  I think it is the main reason that I know I have to be a teacher; because I care so much.  It believe it is the ultimate core of the passion we call “teaching”. 
